






4 SPRING

(continued on page 2)

2
01

0

Point
of View

Most recent statistics indicate that kitchens are getting smaller, 
not bigger. As homeowners throughout the U.S. respond 
to rising energy costs, as well as become aware of their 
responsibility for helping sustain the environment, the square 
footage of new homes is decreasing. On average, new homes 
are shrinking by 200-300 square feet. 

This translates to less room for the kitchen, of course, but that 
doesn’t mean kitchens are retreating back to the closed-in, 
cramped rooms of yesteryear. The focus in today’s home is on 
“spaces” rather than “rooms.” The kitchen has become part of 
a larger, open gathering space that includes a dining and a living 
area. These smaller kitchens have to be carefully planned so 
that every inch counts for function and storage, and it’s all in 
the details. 

Take these same details into consideration for your kitchen 
remodel. They become especially important if you are trying to 
stay within a smaller existing footprint.

�s Take cabinets to the ceiling for maximum storage. In a smaller 
kitchen, storage takes precedence over display. Place less-used items 
in the highest cabinets, and either plan to use a folding stool or 
ladder to retrieve them, or install a retractable pull-down shelving 
unit inside your highest cabinets.

�s When your cabinets extend �oor to ceiling, create visual interest 
by including a few cabinets with glass doors. Limit the use of glass, 
however, unless you always plan to keep the contents of your 
cabinets neat and tidy.

�s Make certain there are no unusable dead spaces in your cabinets. 
Corner base cabinets should have a blind-corner pullout, or a Lazy 
Susan. Using cabinets that are custom designed to your kitchen’s 
dimensions avoids the need for �ller strips that waste space.

�s A cabinet organization system that includes drawer dividers, 
vertical tray and lid dividers, as well as counter-height appliance 
storage, etc. becomes even more important in a smaller kitchen. 

�s Consider a rolling storage unit in a style that complements the 
rest of your kitchen cabinetry. It can reside in one corner of your 
kitchen, and then be easily brought to a more central location when 
needed. 

�s Even though your kitchen is smaller, you still may have more than 
one cook in the kitchen or your children may use the island for 
homework. Plan separate zones in your kitchen, such as a cooking 
zone and a food prep zone.

�s If you have a lot of seasonal kitchen items, you may want to 
provide storage for them elsewhere in your home (such as in a 
garage or basement) and bring each item to the kitchen area only 
when needed.

This lovely home is situated 
in a spectacular natural 
environment and the 
homeowners did not want to 
move! What they did want 
was to improve certain aspects 
of their home to help it 
function better for them.

All in the

Details
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